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As GVK-SA
consortium
tackles hurdles
in modern-
isation plan,
talks begin with
MMRDA and
NGO Society for
the Promotion
of Area Resource
Centres

LEKHA AGARWAL

HE GVK-South

Africa consortium

has quietly begun

work on a
solution to rid the
Mumbai airport of the
predictable first road-
block towards modernisa-
tion: the 85,000-odd hut-
ments that welcome
every jet touching down
at the airport.

The joint venture com-
pany entrusted to put
India’s busiest airport at
par with the best in the
world has taken nascent
steps to demolish these
slum colonies by begin-
ning dialogue with the
Mumbai Metropolitan
Region Development
Authority (MMRDA) and
non-governmental organi-
sation Society for the
Promotion of Area
Resnurce Centres (SPARC).

APARNA CHAUDHARI

TO BE RAZED FIRST

# NEXTROUND

1 Rajendraprasad
Nagar

2 Zari Mari (Sevak
Nagar)

3 Bail Bazaar Targalli
4 Kajupada (Sunder
Baug) /

5 Shastri Nagar
(Kurla)

6 Sandesh nagar
(Kurla)

7 Kranti Nagar
(Kurla)

8 Zari Mari (Village
Nagara)

9 Tanaji Nagar (Mo-
hali)

10 Sanjay Gandhi
Nagar

11 Ambewadi

12 Sambhaji Nagar
13 Dr Ambedkar Na-
gar

14 Ashok Nagar

15 Gaondevi Nagar
16 Old Agripada

17 New Agripada
18 Bamanwada

19 Shastri Nagar, Ba-
jiwada

20 Inside IA Sports
Complex

While the GVK group
was unavailable for com-
ment, MMRDA Metro-
politan Commissioner
T Chandrashekhar
affirmed that they held
the first round of discus-
sions with the consortium
last week. “But the
modalities are yet to be
worked out.”

Ironically, both the
MMRDA and SPARC
found a mention in the
Inspection Panel’s report

to the World Bank earlier
this month.

The report on the US
$940-million Mumbai
Urban Transport Project
(MUTP) blamed the
World Bank—it suspend-
ed its financial support to
the roads and resettle-
ment components of the
MUTP—for “overestimat-
ing the capacity of the
MMRDA and the NGO
(SPARC) contracted to
support project imple-

mentation”.

But the MMRDA is
hopeful.

At a cost of at least
Rs 2,000 crore, the
agency is planning to
clear the land of the ille-
gal shanties—identified
in 30-odd pockets around
the airport—by December
2008. As per plans,
majority of the Project
Affected Persons will be
resettled at a 55-acre AAI
plot in Dahisar.

Top MMRDA sources
said that the agency—it
will outsource the resettle-
ment and rehabilitation to
agencies like SPARC
“on lines of the MUTB”
according to Chandra-
shekhar—is set to sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) with the
developers after Monday.

“The Civil Aviation
ministry had approached
us to prepare a case study
last year, which we sub-

s: Clearing airport slums

mitted in August 2005,”
added Chandrashekhar.
According to the study,
the encroached area
sprawls across 245 acres.
The Airports Authority
of India (AAI) already
knows—it failed to clear
the hutments for more
than two decades, largely
due to votebank politics—
it’s in for the long haul.
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