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A commumty effort scrlpts a success story

THE development of the sea-
front at Carter Road and Bandra
Bandstand has won international
recognition, with the receipt of this
year’s award instituted by the Wash-
ington-based Waterfront Centre for

“Waterfront Development Projects.
Selected among entries from all
over the world, the award recognises
the efforts of an entire community

to ‘retrieve its waLL,rfront for the'

public’.

A few years ago, the 4.5-km
stretch of the Bandra seafront was
little more than a dumping ground,
sewage disposal area and thickly
peopled by encroachers. It was P K
Das, an architect by profession and
also among the architects of the
save-the-waterfront scheme, who
took up the cause of the depleting
open spaces in Mumbai and con-
ducted an extensive study of Mum-
bai’s waterfronts. Soon, the Bandra
West  Residents’” = Association
(BWRA), the Bandra Bandstand
Residents Trust (BBRT), P K Das &
Associates and Member of Parlia-
ment Shabana Azmi came together
to save the Bandra seafront. What

followed is a classic success story of
citizens’ civic efforts.

“We felt we needed to do some-
thing to protect our water-fronts,”
says Darryl D’Monte, president of
BWRA and noted environmental
activist. “So we got together and
forged a partnership.” Das handled
the architectural inputs, Shabana

Bandra Bandstand after the redevelopment work

Azmi contributed nearly Rs 1 crore
from her MP’s (local area develop-
ment) funds and the residents took

‘up the cause as one they all held

dear. ,

That was perhaps when the mis-
sion’s success was assured — For the
first time, different organisations
pitched in together. The govern-

ment in the shape of the MHADA

~and the private citizens’ forums
- worked in co-ordination to restore

the picturesque coastlime at Band-
stand and Carter Road. The results
of the redevelopment efforts ure in
plain sight — palm trees, amphithe-
atres, a children’s park, an art court.

Having re-designed the facade,
there was still the question of main-
tenance. That’s where Harsh Mari-
walla -of Marico Industries con-
tributed his bit. Marico Industries
has so far spent almost Rs 25 lakh
towards the beautification drive and
planted more than 30 specics of
palm trees. That’s where the name
Palm Promenade at Carter Road
comes from. Another corporate, US
Vitamins, contributes to the main-
tenance of Bandstand.

The seafront has gradually
grown into a buzzing cultural centre,
where concerts, yoga and tai-chi ses-
sions and plays are held. “There’s a
play every Friday, and in January
2003 we will be organising a major
concert and a carnival too,” says
D’Monte.
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